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" If anyone can make her go, she shall go/9 he said and,
putting down his empty plate, George threw his shoulders
back and rubbed his hands together, his confidence renewed.
We supplied a round of applause and told ourselves we
should be away from here in an hour or two.
But in two, three, four hours we were still there, bucketing,
dancing, whirling sickeningly up and down on a steadily
increasing swell. We began to feel very sea-sick. At first
we made unnaturally bright fatiguing conversation across
the darkness of the tiny cabin, defiantly demonstrating to
each other that we were not feeling that way at all. But
presently our chatter began to flag and became sporadic.
Long silences fell upon us filled only with the creak of tim-
bers and the ceaseless flip-flop of water against the sides of
the boat. Soon we were quite speechless, sunk in a coma of
nausea. We slipped down upon the benches until we were
three shapeless heaps dimly seen in the gloom. When the
boat lurched and threw us into a different position we
remained stuck in the new posture, leaning awkwardly side-
ways or slipped forwards on the benches like dummies.
Could we have seen them, our faces, we would have dis-
covered, were green as the moss where the Doctor found his
terns' eggs.
I must have slept. When I (presumably) awoke it was
pitch dark in the cabin. The shapes of the Doctor and the
boy were just visible crumpled up on their benches at the
side and at the end of the cabin. Overhead a dim rectangle
of twilight still showed. The boat was lurching wildly and
a horrifying cannonade was crashing against her sides.
Her timbers creaked under the assault. Pushing aside the
hatch with my head I levered myself up on to the deck with
my arms. Under the heavy lowering sky, half night and
half day, a high, swift swell was running. Line upon line of
foamless oily barriers bore down at us from the open sea*
They lifted us and swept on rejoicing to crash in white upon
the beach. Up their slopes, over their crests and down into